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Foreign Languages Curriculum 

Statement 

At Hilton Spencer Academy we teach a foreign 
language (French) in Key Stage 2 as part of the normal 
school curriculum. We believe that many children enjoy 
learning to speak another language and that there is 
much merit in starting on a language learning journey 
early, as a child.  

 
We firmly believe that it is beneficial to introduce a new 
language to children when they are at primary school; 
they tend to be less self-conscious about speaking aloud 
at this stage of their development. It is widely believed 
that the early acquisition of a foreign language facilitates 
the learning of other foreign languages later in life.  

 
Language learning supports our whole school aims of 
developing confidence, creativity, risk taking and logical 
thinking. It helps our pupils to become global and 
outward looking citizens. Learning a foreign language 
encourages children to begin to understand the world 
around them and reflect on their place in it. 

 

 

 

 

Intent: What do we want for our children in 

French? 



 
 

The main objective of teaching a modern foreign 
language at Hilton Spencer Academy is to promote the 
early development of our children’s linguistic 
competence.  

 
In addition, we aim to: 

 

• Develop their speaking and listening skills; 

• Help children develop their awareness of cultural 
differences in other countries; 

• Make young children aware that language has 
structure, and that the structure differs from one 
language to another; 

• Encourage the children to understand how 
speaking another language can help in the future 
and in the world of work 
 

We strive to introduce young children to another 
language in a way that is enjoyable, enthusing them to 
develop their foreign language skills. We want them to 
enjoy language learning but we also want them to know 
why they are learning it. We aim to help them 
understand what they are learning and why, so that they 
are not just solely focusing on the activity they are 
doing.  

 
 

Implementation: How will we carry out our 

vision? 



 
 

Our curriculum is based on the guidance given in the 
National Curriculum and we apply the four attainment 
targets for MFL to Key Stage 2.  

 

• AT1: Listening and responding 

• AT2: Speaking 

• AT3: Reading and responding 

• AT4: Writing 
 
These concepts enable the children to be procedurally 
fluent and to think like a linguist. We base our teaching 
on our curriculum map for languages, which is well 
sequenced and progressive. We ensure repetitive 
teaching of the key concepts. Each unit incorporates 
practice, retrieval and reinforcement of the key language 
concepts. This is vital as links to previous learning are 
essential to embed new learning. The end points we 
expect the children to reach at the end of each year 
group are identified.  

 
We make the lessons as entertaining and enjoyable as 
possible, as this approach serves to develop a positive 
attitude to the learning of a foreign language – we all 
learn well when we are enjoying what we are doing. We 
build the children’s confidence through regular and 
genuine praise for any contribution they make in French, 
however tentative. A key feature of our language lessons 
is peer praise, given in French. 
We use a variety of techniques and stimuli to encourage 
the children to engage actively in the modern foreign 
language: these include games, role-play and songs. We 



 
 

use commercially produced language learning 
programmes, videos and recordings; these give the 
children the opportunity to listen to and imitate a fluent 
/ native speaker. Mime is used to accompany new 
vocabulary in French as this teaches the language 
without the need for translation; research has also 
shown that gestures and mime help the children to 
remember the language learnt. We also use a multi-
sensory and kinaesthetic approach to teaching, i.e. we 
try to introduce a physical element into some of the 
games, as we believe that this serves to reinforce 
memory.  

 
Our definition of learning is a change to the long-term 
memory. For learning to become embedded, we teach 
linguistic knowledge in meaningful contexts that are 
connected. We endorse a communicative approach to 
language learning, seeking to use, where effective, the 
target language as a means of interacting in the 
classroom.  

 
In the first year of learning French (Year 3) we place 
more emphasis on listening and speaking skills than on 
reading and writing skills. This is delivered through our 
weekly ‘French focus’ – a short question and answer / 
simple vocabulary reinforcement which is practised 
every week during registration in response to the 
register being taken. This gives many opportunities to 
hear key language, allows for regular practice and 
facilitates retrieval. Adopting a uniform approach of 
language practice in this way enables non-specialist staff 



 
 

to be supported, focused, accurate and confident, 
thereby modelling good linguistic skills to the children 
and conveying the message that language learning is for 
everyone.   

 
In Years 4, 5 and 6, French is taught by a specialist 
teacher. The children have one 40 minute lesson per 
week.  

 
We teach the children to know and understand how to: 

 

• ask and answer questions; 

• use correct pronunciation and intonation when 
speaking and reading aloud; 

• memorise words, phrases and sentences; 

• interpret meaning; 

• understand and apply basic grammar; 

• work in pairs and groups to communicate in French; 

• write words, phrases and sentences accurately in 
French; 

• use dictionaries; 

• appreciate the different cultures of the 
Francophone world;  
 

 
How does learning a Foreign Language 
contribute to other areas of the curriculum? 

 

English 



 
 

Learning French naturally contributes to the 

development of children’s listening and speaking skills. It 

also develops the children’s grasp of linguistic and 

grammatical features such as punctuation, rhyme, 

rhythm, stress and intonation as well as emphasising the 

importance of knowing the role of different word types 

in sentence structure.  

 
Mathematics 

 
We use number games which reinforce counting and 
calculation skills, expand understanding of date and 
increase knowledge about money. 

 

Personal, social and health education and    citizenship 
 

Children develop personally and socially when learning a 
foreign language – language cannot be learnt effectively 
without communication and our pupils are required to 
communicate in French on a regular basis, either 
independently or working with others. Those children 
who have difficulty in reading and writing, but who have 
good aural skills, will often find that they excel when 
speaking a foreign language. This success breeds 
confidence, which in turn increases self-esteem and 
gives them a more positive attitude to school in general. 

 
SMSC 

 



 
 

By teaching a modern foreign language, we contribute to 
the children’s cultural education. They learn that many 
societies are multilingual. We teach them about the 
culture, festivals and customs related to the countries in 
which French is spoken, encouraging them to accept and 
embrace the differences. We also give children the 
chance to hear stories set in a foreign culture.  

 
Geography 

 
We help children to locate on a map or a globe the 
position of the different countries of the Francophone 
world and encourage them to develop their geographical 
knowledge of these countries. 

 
Music 

 
We teach children songs in French which helps them to 
develop a sense of rhythm and an ear for melody. We 
also play them classical music by composers from the 
countries from the Francophone world  

 
  

 
History 

 
The children learn about significant historical figures and 
events in the history of the countries whose language 
we are studying, as they arise. 

 
 



 
 

PE and Sport 
 

We encourage the children to follow the progress of 
French speaking countries and athletes during different 
sporting competitions. In addition, they might watch 
interviews with foreign athletes and be inspired by their 
ability to speak different languages.  
 
Oracy 
 
Through French lessons, we provide all children with 
opportunities to improve their oracy skills. Key 
vocabulary and grammatical structures are taught in all 
year groups and children are encouraged to use this 
language within their independent work. Children are 
given frequent opportunities to talk; asking and 
answering questions, reading aloud and presenting their 
work. 
 

 

 

 

How does learning a Foreign Language 
contribute to developing the children’s 
cultural capital? 

 
‘It is the essential knowledge that pupils need to be educated 
citizens, introducing them to the best that has been thought 



 
 

and said and helping to engender an appreciation of human 
creativity and achievement.’ 

Ofsted School Inspection Handbook 2019 

The intent behind languages is to contribute towards the 
cultural capital for the children in terms of the knowledge 
and skills they need to be successful learners and in wider 
life.  Cultural capital in languages has been identified in terms 
of the knowledge useful to our lives.  We are aware that 
powerful knowledge will put children at an advantage. 
 

The powerful knowledge we teach in languages is as follows: 

• languages will help our children mature into socially 
responsible adults capable of making a positive impact 
in today’s ever-changing society, be it voluntarily, in 
employment, further training or higher education. 

We develop children’s cultural capital in languages by: 

• making links with other subjects and being explicit about 
where the links are;   

• encouraging the children to read texts by French 
authors (even if they are written in English) or texts that 
are based in French speaking countries; 

• focusing on the cultural characteristics of a French 
speaking country; 

• if possible and appropriate, enabling the children to see 
and hear as many different languages through theatre 
or film etc;  



 
 

• careers in Languages – broadening the children’s 
horizons so that they are aware that careers in 
Languages exist and are attainable 

 

Impact: How will we assess what the children 

know, remember and understand? 

 

We assess the impact of our curriculum design in the long-

term because learning is a change to long-term memory.   

We do, however, use probabilistic assessment based on 

deliberate practice.  This means that we determine that our 

practices are appropriate, related to our goals and likely to 

produce the results as the children progress though Hilton 

Spencer Academy. 

We also use comparative judgment in two ways: the tasks we 

set and in comparing pupils’ work over time. 

 

Appendices 



 
 

  



 
 

Appendix 1: National Curriculum  

Our HPA Curriculum covers all National Curriculum requirements in full, as detailed below. 

Purpose of study 

Learning a foreign language is a liberation from insularity and provides an opening to other cultures. 

A high-quality languages education should foster pupils’ curiosity and deepen their understanding of 

the world. The teaching should enable pupils to express their ideas and thoughts in another 

language and to understand and respond to its speakers, both in speech and in writing. It should also 

provide opportunities for them to communicate for practical purposes, learn new ways of thinking 

and read great literature in the original language. Language teaching should provide the foundation 

for learning further languages, equipping pupils to study and work in other countries. 

Aims 

The national curriculum for languages aims to ensure that all pupils: 

▪ understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic 

sources 

▪ speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of 

communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and asking 

questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation 

▪ can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of 

grammatical structures that they have learnt 

▪ discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied. 

Attainment targets 

By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills 

and processes specified in the relevant programme of study. 

Schools are not required by law to teach the example content in [square brackets]. 

Subject content Key stage 2: Foreign language  

Teaching may be of any modern or ancient foreign language and should focus on enabling pupils to 

make substantial progress in one language. The teaching should provide an appropriate balance of 

spoken and written language and should lay the foundations for further foreign language teaching at 

key stage 3. It should enable pupils to understand and communicate ideas, facts and feelings in 

speech and writing, focused on familiar and routine matters, using their knowledge of phonology, 

grammatical structures and vocabulary. The focus of study in modern languages will be on practical 

communication. If an ancient language is chosen the focus will be to provide a linguistic foundation 

for reading comprehension and an appreciation of classical civilisation. Pupils studying ancient   



 
 

languages may take part in simple oral exchanges, while discussion of what they read will be 
conducted in English. A linguistic foundation in ancient languages may support the study of 
modern languages at key stage 3.  

Pupils should be taught to:  

 listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and 
responding  

 explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the 
spelling, sound and meaning of words  

 engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to 
those of others; seek clarification and help*  

 speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures  

 develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are 
reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases*  

 present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences*  

 read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing  appreciate 
stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language  

 broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are 
introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary  

 write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas 
clearly  

 describe people, places, things and actions orally* and in writing 

 

   



 
 

Appendix 2: Threshold Concepts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

. Appendix 3: milestones 
 



 
 



 
 

 

 


